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Crime Decreases in Rohnert Park 
 

Rohnert Park, CA (August 1, 2016) – The City of Rohnert Park today reported a 25% decrease 

in the most serious crimes in the first half of 2016. This included a 63% decrease in robberies, 

and a 43% decrease in motor vehicle thefts.  

 

The chart below illustrates that Rohnert Park, like much of the nation, has experienced a long-

term trend of lower crime. In 2015, the City had an increase, as did most of California. Law 

enforcement officials attribute much of the increase in 2015 to the state’s early release of 

criminals from state prisons to reduce over-crowding. Another key factor was Proposition 47, 

which was passed by the voters in 2015 and reduced many drug possession crimes from felonies 

to misdemeanors.  

 

The Part 1 crimes included in the chart reflect the nationally-used FBI classifications of the most 

serious crimes, including the ‘person’ crimes of homicide, rape, robbery and aggravated assault, 

and the ‘property’ crimes of burglary, larceny, and stolen vehicles. 

 

Councilmember Joe Callinan stated, “There’s nothing we do that’s more important than 

protecting our residents. I’m proud of the steps we’ve taken and the progress we’ve made, but 

we’re not going to just sit back. We’re going to keep a close eye on this.”  
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Mayor Gina Belforte added, “It is reassuring to see things turn around quickly. We have to give 

credit to the Public Safety officers that put themselves out there for us every day. We’re going to 

do everything we can to make sure that trend keeps going in the right direction.”   

 

City Responses: Rohnert Park responded aggressively to the 2015 crime increase. One of the 

most significant steps was adding a Community-Oriented Problem Solving (COPS) unit, which 

began operations in May of this year. This specialized team focuses on crimes such as drugs, 

gangs, and prostitution. Because the officers are not on a regular patrol, they are able to conduct 

undercover operations and take other steps to reduce crime. In June, its first full month of 

operation, the COPS unit made 38 arrests.  

 

The COPS unit is focusing on the areas of the City with the highest crime, including some of the 

hotels. Hotel managers have been cooperating, agreeing to changes such as adding lighting and 

video surveillance, and requiring credit cards and personal identification before renting rooms. 

The Public Safety Department has also assigned a sergeant to work closely with each hotel. 

Public Safety has already seen behaviors change as criminals become aware of the increased 

police presence. In June, the City Council approved adding a fourth officer to the COPS unit to 

further increase its capacity.  

 

In addition to the COPS unit, the City Council also approved adding two officers to regular 

patrol in the most affected parts of the City, and is recruiting to fill those positions. The City also 

added a Crime Analyst to identify trends and help focus officers where they can be most 

effective.  

 

Public Safety Chief Brian Masterson noted that residents can help reduce crime as well, by 

calling Public Safety when they see suspicious behavior. 

 

 

 

### 

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

P
ar

t 
1

 C
ri

m
e

s

Calendar Year

Rohnert Park Total Part 1 Crimes
(2016 Projected From January-June Numbers)

http://www.rpcity.org/

